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History Policy

2025-2026
Vision

Through a positive and caring environment, we provide the opportunity for all children to reach their full potential. We embrace Christian values and ensure that all children are prepared for the next stage of their education and life. 
Curriculum Aims
We aim to ensure that all pupils will be engaged, motivated and encouraged to become young historians. We want children to enjoy and love learning about history through gaining historical knowledge and skills, not only through classroom experiences but also through educational visits and enrichment opportunities.  

At Holy Trinity CE Academy we use Kapow Primary’s History scheme of work which aims to inspire pupils to be curious and creative thinkers who develop a complex knowledge of local and national history and the history of the wider world.  We want pupils to develop the confidence to think critically, ask perceptive questions, and analyse historical evidence. Through the scheme of work, we aim to build an awareness of significant events and individuals in global, British and local history and recognise how things have changed over time. Kapow Primary's History scheme aims to support pupils in developing a secure understanding of chronology, enabling them to make connections over periods of time and build a coherent knowledge of History. We hope to develop pupils’ understanding of how historians study the past and construct accounts and the skills to carry out their own historical enquiries.  
To prepare pupils for their future learning in History, the curriculum introduces

key substantive concepts including power, invasion, settlement and migration, empire, civilisation, religion, trade, achievements of humankind, society and culture.  The history curriculum at Holy Trinity CE Academy is carefully planned and structured to ensure that current learning is linked to previous learning and that the school’s approaches are informed by current pedagogy. Subject-specific vocabulary is explicitly taught and revisited to enable pupils to communicate effectively as historians. Through the study of History, pupils develop an understanding of British Values and gain cultural capital through learning about a diverse range of people, events and societies.
Our History Curriculum
In order to meet the aims of the National curriculum for History and in response to the Ofsted Research review into History, Kapow History have identified the following key strands:
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The Kapow Primary scheme emphasises the importance of historical knowledge being shaped by disciplinary approaches, as shown in the diagram above. These strands are interwoven through all our History units to create engaging and enriching learning experiences which allow the children to investigate history as historians do. Each six-lesson unit has a focus on chronology to allow children to explore the place in time of the period they are studying and make comparisons in other parts of the world. The Kapow scheme follows the spiral curriculum model where previous skills and knowledge are returned to and built upon. For example, children progress by developing their knowledge and understanding of substantive and disciplinary concepts by experiencing them in a range of historical contexts and periods. History in Action videos explain the careers and work of those in history and heritage-related fields. Historians, archivists, archaeologists, museum curators, teachers and heritage experts share their experiences and explain how historical knowledge is used within their professions.
Lessons are designed to be varied, engaging and hands-on, allowing children to experience the different aspects of an historical enquiry. In each lesson, children will participate in activities involving disciplinary and substantive concepts, developing their knowledge and understanding of Britain’s role in the past and that of the wider world. Children will develop their knowledge of concepts and chronology as well as their in-depth knowledge of the context being studied. Educational visits are planned in line with the school’s safeguarding and health and safety procedures.   
Assessment is used to monitor pupils’ knowledge, understanding and progression in History through both formative and summative approaches. Each lesson includes guidance to support teachers in assessing pupils against the learning objectives. Furthermore, each unit has a knowledge assessment quiz which can be used at the end of the unit to provide a summative assessment and an optional skills catcher. Assessments are tracked so that progress and attainment can be reviewed and acted upon throughout the year. 
After the implementation of Kapow Primary History, pupils should leave school equipped with a range of skills to enable them to succeed in their secondary education. They will be enquiring learners who ask questions and can make suggestions about where to find the evidence to answer the question. They will be critical and analytical thinkers who are able to make informed and balanced judgements based on their knowledge of the past. 

EYFS
In EYFS, children begin to develop an understanding of the past through stories, discussions, family experiences, significant events and exploring similarities and differences over time. Opportunities are provided through the ‘Understanding the World’ area of learning and supported by the Kapow History curriculum. Learning in the EYFS is planned in accordance with the Early Years Foundation Stage Framework and provides the foundations for future History learning in Key Stage 1.
National Curriculum Coverage
Key Stage 1:
Pupils should be taught about:  

· Changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these should be used to reveal aspects of change in national life  

· Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally  

· The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements. Some should be used to compare aspects of life in different periods  

· Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality. 

Key Stage 2:
Pupils should be taught about:  

· Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age  

· The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain  

· Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots  

· The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor  

· A local history study  

· A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 

· The achievements of the earliest civilizations  

· Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world  

· A non-European society that provides contrasts with British history 
 Teaching and Learning
Delivery of units is adapted according to the theme, age range and needs of the pupils. There will be a combination of; 

· linked curricular work and subject specific activities; 

· group work; 

· individual work; 

· class visits to historical sites; 

· visitors and outside agencies. 
 Resources
Resources to support work include; 

· artefacts and museum loans; 

· documents and archive material; 

· video/DVD/audio material; 

· ICT resources, software and websites; 

· posters, paintings and photographs; 

· newspapers; 

· library books and project loans. 

Knowledge organisers will also be used to support learning.  Wherever possible, pupils will take part in visits to sites of historical interest as indicated by the experiential learning plan for the school year.  

The learning objectives for the units of work cover knowledge and understanding, subject specific skills and key skills. In this way, in addition to teaching the specific aspects of the curriculum, teachers use History to reinforce and apply skills in English, Mathematics and computing whilst developing speaking and listening, collaboration and problem- solving skills. 
Progression and Assessment
Units are progressively planned to ensure pupils revisit and build upon prior learning through a spiral curriculum model. Teachers use these objectives to assess children’s disciplinary and substantive knowledge. Teachers judgments are based on discussions, written work and assessment activities completed throughout each unit. This assessment will then feed into the school’s online assessment system (Insight) where children will be assessed. Assessments are tracked so that progress and attainment can be reviewed and acted upon throughout the year. At the end of each unit, children complete a quiz to assess their learning. 
Inclusion and challenge
To ensure all pupils, regardless of ability, disability, gender, race, culture or belief, make progress in History, teachers use adaptive teaching strategies to meet pupils' needs. This may include:

• adapting the presentation and amount of information;

• providing additional scaffolding and support;

• using appropriate resources, including ICT and visual aids;

• targeted questioning and modelling;

• support from additional adults where appropriate.

Staff are encouraged to challenge the more able pupils by; 

· providing opportunities to analyse increasingly challenging historical sources; 
· expecting them to work with greater independence; 

· raising expectations about how they might communicate their ideas. 

Monitoring and review
It is the responsibility of the Subject Leader, alongside the Senior Leadership Team, to monitor the implementation and impact of this policy. Learning and teaching will be monitored by; 

· scrutiny of medium term and short-term planning; 

· scrutiny of pupils’ work; 

· pupil interviews; 

· lesson observations; 

· appropriateness and range of resources. 

The policy will be reviewed annually as part of the school’s monitoring cycle of curricular areas. The policy will be reviewed in light of monitoring outcomes and updated guidance from the Local Authority and Department for Education. 
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